Introduction
The adult hepatocyte is morphologically and functionally polarized (Evans, 1980) . This cell possesses a bile pole defined by the bile canaliculi, a sinusoidal pole facing the blood, and a lateral surface where cell to cell contacts are made. The polarity develops during fetal life. This process has been clearly described in several morphological studies (Wood, 1965; Du Bois, 1963) . In particular, attention has been given to the formation of intercellular junctions (Montesano et al., 1975; Penissel et al., 1973) and the appearance ofbile canaliculi (Luzatto, 1981; Dc WoIf-Peetens et al., 1972 , 1974 Wood, 1965 
Results

Immunolabeling W"ith Monoclonal Antibody A39
At days 15 and 16 ofgestation, the liver contained many hemato- x 19,500; (C) x 12,500; (d) x 16,800. Bar = 1 tm. 
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, Figure  4b) . At day 19, the reaction was prominent on the bile canaliculi ( Figure  5 ), but with electron microscopy it was also still apparent on the lateral and sinusoidal regions ( Figure  4c ). 
